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Answer to Landlord’s Claim 
Residential Eviction/Unlawful Detainer 

JEFFERSON COUNTY, ALABAMA

Case Number: 

In the District Court of Jefferson County, Alabama 
____________________________________ v. ____________________________________________

 Plaintiff’s First and Last Name  Defendant’s First and Last Name 
 (Landlord)  (You) 

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS TO YOU ("DEFENDANT") 
Your landlord ("Plaintiff") is asking the court to evict you ("Defendant") for the reasons in the Statement of Claim. It is very 
important for you to complete this form (the "Answer") as instructed below. It is important to print carefully and accurately 

when completing this form. After you file your Answer, the court will mail and email, if available, a trial notice to you. At 
trial, you can present evidence to the judge. If you do not answer, you may be evicted, and a money judgment may be 

entered against you. 

1. Complete and sign this form ("Answer").
2. Complete and sign the Certificate of Service at bottom of the Answer.

IMPORTANT: Before completing step 3 below, make two copies of this 
Answer. Keep one copy for you and mail or hand deliver the other 
copy of the Answer to your landlord or the landlord's attorney. 

3. Before the deadline (see box at right), mail or hand deliver the original,
completed Answer to the Jefferson County Circuit Court Clerk at the
address shown on the Statement of Claim. IMPORTANT: If you mail the
Answer to the Clerk, the Clerk must receive the Answer by the deadline.

 I DISAGREE with the allegations against me, for the reasons shown below (check all which apply), and 
 demand strict proof thereof: 

 The Landlord did not serve me with a proper termination of lease notice before filing this case. 

 The Landlord accepted payment from me after sending me the lease termination notice. 

 The Summons and Statement of Claim were not given to me or any responsible person living with me.
         This means a money judgment will not be entered against me at this time. 

 I admit I may owe rent to the Landlord, but I deny Landlord should receive possession of the property. 

OR 

       I AGREE the landlord should take possession of the property, and I agree to a consent judgment for 
possession ONLY. By checking this box, I understand (1) I will not get a court date or go to trial to decide possession 
of the property; (2) the Court will enter a possession judgment against me; (3) I will be subject to a set out by the 
sheriff after seven calendar days of the date of the possession judgment; and (4) the Court will set the trial of the 
money claim for a later date. I also agree to update my mailing address and all other contact information with the 
Clerk of Court’s office after I vacate the property.   

Certificate of Service 
I certify I hand-delivered or mailed a true and correct copy of this form to the Landlord or the Landlord's 
attorney at the address shown on the Statement of Claim. 

X___________________________________________ 
Defendant's Signature      

_________________________________________
Date Signed 

___________________________________________  __________________________________________ 
Defendant's Mailing Address       Defendant's Email Address 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Defendant's Telephone Number(s) 

For rental assistance options in Jefferson County, please call 205-326-0162 or contact Legal Services of Alabama at 
www.legalservicesalabama.org or 1-866-456-4995. 
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The deadline for filing your 
Answer is seven (7) calendar 

days after the date you 
were personally 

served the Statement of 
Claim or it was posted on 

your door 

Erik Hagemann
Cross-Out
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